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THE FELLOWS LECTURES
The following Fellows Lectures will take place in the  
KF Room in the Mortensen Library at the University 
of Hartford on the following dates: 

SLOWING DOWN, OR THINKING BETTER? 
THE INTERACTION BETWEEN AGING, 
THOUGHT, AND SPEED
MATT COSTELLO
Thursday, March 24, 12:15 p.m.

It is a truism that as we age, we slow down. Yet when 
applied to cognition, the phenomenon of age-related 
slow-downs is complex. With regard to simple and 
speeded decisions, older adults do indeed exhibit deficits 
when compared to younger adults. Yet when cognition 
is defined in terms of wisdom-based thinking made 
without time constraints, such deficits disappear. In this 
lecture, we will explore the research detailing the complex 
relationship between aging, thought and speed, with a 
specific focus on recent findings from Matt Costello’s 
laboratory. 

MATT COSTELLO is an assistant professor of psychology at the 
University of Hartford, specializing in gerontological studies. 
He received his undergraduate degree from St. Joseph’s 
University (Philadelphia, PA) where he majored in English 
and minored in philosophy. Dr. Costello went on to receive an 
MA in Liberal Arts from St. John's College (Annapolis, MD), his 
PhD in Developmental Psychology from Duquesne University 
(Pittsburgh, PA), and his post-doctoral training at the Center 
for Aging at Duke University. His research examines the 
underlying mechanisms in age-related changes to cognition 
and perception. 

ABOUT THE FELLOWS LECTURES
The Fellows Lectures are sponsored by the 
Fellows of the Presidents’ College as a service 
to the campus and the community. They are 
free and open to the public. The lectures take 
place monthly on Thursdays in the KF Room 
in the Mortensen Library at 12:15 p.m. While 
registration is not required, it is recommended. 
Please register by mail or online. Seats will be 
held for those who sign up in advance. 

  

ART AND THE SEARCH FOR MEANING
CAT BALCO
Thursday, April 21, 12:15 p.m.

Looking for a place to eat lunch before or  
after your Presidents’ College course?

 
Dine at the 1877 Club Restaurant  

 
located next to Mortensen Library.

Buffet lunch Tuesday–Friday, 11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 
Cost $10.50 

 
Credit cards MC/Visa/AmEx accepted.

 Call Diane MacDonald, manager, at 860.768.4876 for reservations. 

SPRING LECTURES AT A GLANCE
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SPRING LECTURES AT A GLANCE

TUESDAYS AT DUNCASTER
The next Tuesdays at Duncaster Lectures will take 
place at the Duncaster Retirement Community in 
Bloomfield on the following dates: 

PUTIN’S WAY
MARI A. FIRKATIAN
Tuesday, March 8, 4:45 p.m.

Can we anticipate what Putin wishes to do with Russia's 
Foreign Policy? Can any of his past moves or his personal 
background give us a clue as to what he anticipates? 
Does he have a plan other than to distract Russians from 
domestic economic downturns? This talk will touch on all 
these questions and more as we explore Russia's newest 
enigmatic leader. 

MARI A. FIRKATIAN is professor of history at the University of 
Hartford.  She has been a Fulbright Scholar and a National 
Endowment for the Humanities Fellow as well as a Yale 
University Fellow and a recipient of International Research 
and Exchanges Board scholarships. She has lived and traveled 
extensively in Southeast Europe and the Soviet Union. Trained 
as a linguist and a historian, her research interests include 
minority populations, diplomatic history and intellectual history.  

 

THE CASE FOR CUBA
CHRISTINE GRANT

Tuesday, April 5, 4:45 p.m.

A SONG OF FIRE AND ICE:  
MUSIC IN ICELAND
KEN STEEN
Tuesday, May 10, 4:45 p.m.

ABOUT TUESDAYS AT DUNCASTER
As part of the University’s continuing cooperation 
with the Duncaster Retirement Community in 
Bloomfield, we offer monthly lectures on the 
Duncaster campus, 40 Loeffler Road in Bloomfield.

The lectures are open to all, residents and non-
residents alike. Each lecture begins at 4:45 p.m. and 
is followed by a light buffet reception, providing an 
opportunity to talk informally with the speaker and 
to mingle with other participants.

Residents of Duncaster and Fellows of the Presidents’ 
College may attend the lectures, and the reception 
following, without charge. The charge per lecture for  
non-resident, non-Fellows is $15. 

**NOTE: "Frequently Asked Questions" and 
"Programs at a Glance" can now be found  
at www.hartford.edu/presidentscollege.
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THE McAULEY LECTURES
The next McAuley Lectures will take place at The 
McAuley, 275 Steele Road, West Hartford, on the 
following dates:

THE ART OF ILLUSTRATION
BILL THOMSON
Friday, March 4, 2:00 p.m.

Bill Thomson will make a visual presentation about his 
work and illustration career that has encompassed the 
advertising, editorial, and, more recently, children’s book 
markets. His lecture will provide insight into his working 
approach and methodology. 

BILL THOMSON illustrated Karate Hour, Building with Dad, 
Baseball Hour, and Soccer Hour; and he also created the 
wordless books CHALK, FOSSIL and The Typewriter. His books 
have received numerous awards and accolades including the 
American Library Association’s Children’s Book Notable, National 
Parenting Publications’ Gold Award, and the International 
Reading Association’s Teacher’s Choices. Bill’s books have 
also been honored with the Connecticut Book Award (2009, 
2011), Ohio’s Buckeye Children’s Book Award (2011), Kentucky’s 
Bluegrass Children’s Book Award (2012) and the Prix Livrentête 
in Paris, France (2013). His artwork has also received more than 
75 awards in juried illustration competitions and appeared 
in exhibitions across the United States. Bill is a professor of 
illustration at the Hartford Art School at the University of Hartford.  

 

MUCH ADO ABOUT SOMETHING: WHAT  
WE CAN LEARN FROM SHAKESPEARE’S 
COMEDY MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING
HUMPHREY TONKIN
Friday, April 1, 2:00 p.m.

Much Ado is one of Shakespeare’s so-called mature 
comedies, dating from the final years of the 16th century 
and contemporaneous with Twelfth Night and As You Like 
It. Centered on a deception — an event that doesn’t in fact 
take place — it is a classic story of a community disrupted 
by a malcontent and restored to order by love. At the same 
time, it raises some disquieting questions about the nature 
of community and the disruptive power of the passions.

HUMPHREY TONKIN, former president of the University and 
former University Professor of Humanities, is teaching a course 
in the Hartt School this spring on Shakespeare’s Much Ado in 
preparation for the Hartt School Theatre Division’s performance 
of the play at the end of April. 

ABOUT THE McAULEY LECTURES
This series of lectures features outstanding faculty 
members from the University of Hartford. The lectures 
take place once a month on Fridays at 2 p.m. at The 
McAuley Retirement Community, Asylum Avenue and 
Steele Road, West Hartford. Visitors should take the 
Steele Road entrance and park in visitors parking. The 
lectures are held in the main building, at the foot of 
the hill. Non-residents of McAuley who are Fellows 
of the Presidents’ College may attend the lectures 
without charge. Non-residents who are not Fellows 
may register for $15. A reception follows each lecture.
Please register by mail or online.

McAULEY

GETTING TO McAULEY

N

SPRING LECTURES AT A GLANCE

MUCH ADO ABOUT SOMETHING: WHAT  
WE CAN LEARN FROM SHAKESPEARE’S 
COMEDY MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING
HUMPHREY TONKIN
Friday, April 1, 2:00 p.m.

UTOPIAN DREAMS: DOES A SCIENTIFIC 
WORLD STILL NEED RELIGION?
CATHERINE BORCK
Friday, May 6, 2:00 p.m. 
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TOWN AND CAMPUS

RENEW AS A FELLOW OF THE PRESIDENTS’ 
COLLEGE FOR 2016

 
Make the most of your association with the Presidents’ College!

BENEFITS:
• significant discounts on courses and other programs
• free parking privileges on campus
• complete access to the University Libraries, including   
   borrowing privileges and access to data bases.

To become a Fellow you pay just $100 for the full 
academic year.
You can now make a special additional contribution to 
the University and the President’s College by joining as 
a Patron, at $250. The sum of $150 is tax-deductible.
By supporting the Presidents’ College you help the 
University Libraries: any surplus the College generates 
at year’s end goes to support the Libraries, and their 
best services and collections. 
If you were a Fellow last year, now is the time to renew. 
Take advantage of all the discounts and opportunities 

that membership allows.

BOX OFFICE
INFO@THEATERWORKSHARTFORD.ORG

860.527.7838

ROB SAYS: "THIS IS A PROVOCATIVE AND 
PLAYFUL LOOK AT THE COMPLEX NATURE 
OF RELATIONSHIP, SEX AND IDENTITY IN THE 
DIGITAL AGE. IT'S ENGAGING AND RELEVANT." 

Olivia is an attractive 30-something with a writing 
career that never took off. Ethan is a young writer 
whose online journals of "sexcapades" are the buzz 
of the blogosphere. As their attraction heats up, 
both confront the dark side of ambition and the 
trouble of reinventing yourself when the past is only 
a click away...

by Laura Eason, directed by Rob Ruggiero

NEW

In a special collaboration, the Presidents' College and the World 
Affairs Council of CT present a discussion exploring today's 
innovative global development efforts, featuring Annie Duflo, 
Executive Director of Innovations for Poverty Action Lab in 
New Haven, CT and former Executive Director of the Centre for 
Microfinance in Chennai, India.  

Presentation followed by a panel discussion featuring Dr. Steven 
Markson, Sociology, and Drs. Katharine Owens and Adryan 
Wallace, Politics and Government, and moderated by Dr. Jane 
Horvath, Economics, University of Hartford.

March 22, 2016 6pm - 7:30 p.m.  
KF Room, Mortenson Library, University of Hartford  
Tickets: $5 Students; $10 WACCT and Presidents' 
College Members; $15 Non-Members 

Visit our website at www.ctwac.org, or call 860.241.6118

Global Inequity: How innovative 
efforts are closing the gap and saving lives

The World Affairs Council of 
Connecticut is your local global 
resource. 

Join Host Joseph Ness, Conductor/Artistic Director 
of the Music Series at Beth El for a cultural 

initiative showcasing music, film and the arts.

Wednesday, March 9, 7 p.m.
Joseph Ness dialogues with filmmaker Hilan Warshaw and nationally-acclaimed 
movie critic David Edelstein, following the premiere of Mr. Warshaw's new film,  
Lyric Suite: A Musical Love Story. Featuring performances by Renée Fleming  
and the Emerson String Quartet, as well as a cast of actors, about the friendship  
and relationship between the great Viennese composer, Alban Berg and Hanna 

Fuchs-Robettin, a Jewish woman who later fled Nazi Europe for the United States.

Admission is $8; $5 For 2015-16 Music Series subscribers;  
Seniors 62+ and Students With ID.   
Please RSVP for the Film Premiere by March 7 to: 
Carres Deer at 860.233.9696 or cdeer@bethelwh.org

 
Beth El Temple 
2626 Albany Avenue, West Hartford, CT 
860.233.9696 or www.bethelwesthartford.org 

Open to The Public. Free Parking.

2016 Music University Film Premiere of 
Lyric Suite: A Musical Love Story 
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PRESIDENTS' COLLEGE REGISTRATION FORM 

    Please check relevant items and indicate amount paid at right.

	 £ I wish to register as a Patron of the Presidents’ College for Feb. - June 2016; $250   
  This includes registration as a Fellow and a $175 tax-deductible contribution to the Presidents’ College. _____

	 £ I wish to register as a Fellow of the Presidents’ College for Feb. - June 2016; $75   _____

 
  

   2016 Programs 

 £ Akhenaten: Egypt's Heretic Pharaoh  $70; Fellows, $55  _____

	£ The Centenary of the Irish Rising, 1916-2016  $70; Fellows and UHart alumni, $55  _____

	£ In the Footsteps of Jesus $75; Fellows and UHart alumni, $60  _____

 £ Classical Ballet — Evolve or Perish $75; Fellows and UHart alumni, $60  _____

 £ Elijah the Prophet — In Faith and Music $65; Fellows, $50  _____

 £ How Is It We Fly the Friendly(?) Skies $70; Fellows, $55  _____

 £ What's American about American Art? $130; Fellows, $90  _____

 £ Living in a Dangerous World  $45; Fellows, $35  _____

 £ Four Short Novels and a Film $80; Fellows and UHart alumni, $65  _____

 £ More Lies, More Statistics $65; Fellows, $50  _____

 £ Looking Backward, Looking Forward: Epic Musical Contrasts $115; Fellows, $90  _____

 £ Diego Rivera, Frida Kahlo and Edsel Ford $65; Fellows, $50  _____

 £ Why Hamilton Is The Most Important Musical Of This Generation $60; Fellows, $45 _____

 £ How Printed Pictures Changed the World $60; Fellows, $45  _____

 £ The Geography of Wine $65; Fellows, $50  _____

 £ Magna Carta and Anglo-American Law: Myth and Reality $65; Fellows, $50  _____ 

 £ Jazz and Tin Pan Alley  $75; Fellows $60  _____ 

 

 ONLINE REGISTRATION IS AVAILABLE, IF YOU SO DESIRE, AT: 
 www.hartford.edu/presidentscollege

 

  (Lecture registration on other side >)

 (Add total next page>)

** NOTE: "Frequently Asked Questions" and 
"Programs at a Glance" have now been moved  
to www.hartford.edu/presidentscollege
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PRESIDENTS' COLLEGE REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Checks payable to University of Hartford. 

Send form (and where appropriate, check) to 
Presidents’ College
Mortensen Library
University of Hartford
200 Bloomfield Avenue
West Hartford, CT 06117-1599

Questions:  
860.768.4495 or pcollege@hartford.edu 
 
Program details:  
Visit www.hartford.edu/presidentscollege

»

 I plan to attend the following Fellows Lectures (no charge).   £  I will stay for lunch at the 1877 Club ($10.50/person) payable that day

£ Slowing Down or Thinking Better? The Interaction Between Aging, Thought and Speed _____ 
 £ Art and the Search for Meaning    _____

 I plan to attend the following Duncaster Lectures.  Lectures free for Fellows and Duncaster residents ($15 for all others)  
£ Putin's Way  _____
£ The Case for Cuba  _____
£ A Song of Fire and Ice: Music in Iceland  _____

I plan to attend the following McAuley Lectures. Lectures and reception free for Fellows ($15 for all others).

£ The Art of Illustration  _____
£ Much Ado About Something: What We Can Learn From Shakespeare's Comedy Much Ado About Nothing _____
£ Utopian Dreams: Does A Scientific World Still Need Religion?  _____

   Total from previous pageSi _______ 
   
                        Grand TotalSide A _______

 

 Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________

 Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________

 I am a UHart alumnus _______Year _______ Phone (Daytime) ___________________ (Evening) _____________________

 

 PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY SO THAT YOU CAN RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FROM COURSE COORDINATORS:

 E-mail _______________________________

 Fee may be paid by:  £	Check    £	Visa    £	MasterCard    £	Discover    £	American Express  
 Credit Card #_____________________________________________________ Security Code _____________________ 

 Exp. Date ___________________ Signature ___________________________ Date _____________________________    

 ONLINE REGISTRATION IS ALSO AVAILABLE. 
 GO TO: www.hartford.edu/presidentscollege

 £   I am a Presidents' College Fellow


